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Collections of the State Museum of Ceramics in Kuskovo are known far beyond our 

country. In the Russia’s only specialized museum there are collections of ceramics, porcelain and 

glass from the countries of Europe and the East, covering a long period from ancient times to our 

days. Many of these collections are among the most significant in Russia. 

  Throughout the existence of the museum of ceramics researchers were primarily attracted 

by the collection of Russian porcelain collected by A. Morozov, on the basis of which the museum 

of porcelain arose in 1919, however no less interesting and significant in number over three 

thousand items) is the collection of Russian and foreign glass in Kuskovo. Complemented in the 

1920s and 1930s with works from various private collections, museum fund branches, other 

museums and organizations, this collection retained its foundation – the glass collection of A. 

Morozov. 

Glass was not the main subject of Morozov's collecting. In his diary, Alexei Morozov 

wrote that apart from porcelain, portraits and icons, he had “... small collections of Russian antique 

silver, artistic glass, wooden carved toys, miniatures and embroidered pictures ...” 

In the history of private collecting in Russia in the second half of the 19th – early 20th 

century, there was, of course, an interest in such material as glass. At the same time, there is 

almost no information on large collections of glass works of Russian collectors. 

Russian glass of the 18th and 19th centuries was prevalent in the Morozov’s collection, and 

only five subjects were related to the samples of foreign glassware. Among them are the Swiss 

stained-glass windows of the end of the 16th – first quarter of the 17th century. They refer to the 

type of so-called “cabinet stained-glass windows” that could be used for secular buildings: town 

halls, palaces of justice, hotels, craft workshops and houses of wealthy citizens. Like any private 

collection, it was formed under the influence of the collector's own taste and personal preferences. 

At the same time, in the process of its formation, Morozov did not stay away from the main 

penchant of the age. He remained true to himself in the careful selection – the most sought "glass 

themes", the demand for which caused a huge amount of counterfeits. He also chose authentic 

collectibles, first-class quality samples. 

Despite the prevailing opinion in the literature regarding “dissolution” of the A. Morozov's 

collections in the one of thousands of the State Museum of Ceramics, it should be noted that 

porcelain, ceramic and glass collections, formerly owned by Alexei Morozov have practically 

retained their integrity. Not only didn’t they “dissolve”, they formed the basis of the museum’s 

future. And even a small collection of Morozov's glass that characterizes his interests, the 

thoroughness of selection, and the completeness of the presentation of glass history key topics, can 

give an idea of the tone set by the collector, which determined the subsequent development of the 

museum's glass collection. 
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