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This paper uses the concept of heterotopia to analyse the ways in which film 

archives and collections are used to create montage films where layers of multiple 

spatialities are merged to create the illusion of a contained and integral space. In 

particular, it focuses on how documentaries use collections of archival footage to 

establish a connection between memory, history and spatial dynamics in urban 

contexts. Documentaries can exhume and unlock specific memories bound to a 

specific spatiality by means of repurposing footage that has diverse origin, and that 

itself can be seen as an artefact to be catalogued and collected. This paper thus 

aims at making a contribution to the study of cultural memory and its relation to 

the moving image, and to consider the ways in which the use of archival footage 

shapes documentary narratives and audience experience. The idea of 

"archivalness", as Jamie Barton has argued, seems to promise truth-value as it 

appears directly retrieved from history: "The sense of the 'foundness' of the footage 

enhances its historical authority because what has been 'found' has not (ostensibly) 

been fabricated or shaped by the filmmaker who repurposes this footage" (2013: 

7). As it engages with this idea, my paper aims at investigating the ways in which 

artefacts collected in film archives can go beyond the mere process of repurposing 

and create a form of Third Space (cf. Soja). Cinematic spaces can be read as 

locations in a cohesive opposition between the real and the imagined, and articulate 

the identity of specific places framed in the act of looking back at their past. In 

particular, it looks at attempts of making visible filmic spaces of the past by means 

of digging through chronological layers of filmic representations. This paper draws 

upon my current research while aiming at presenting a speculative reflection on 

new direction in my work. 
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