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 Álvaro Sequeira Pinto, a lawyer, university professor and businessman, is a 

fascinating personality, and one of the most outstanding Portuguese art collectors. In 

2015, he was awarded with the Collector Prize by the Portuguese Association of 

Museology. Alvaro Sequeira Pinto inherited his passion for India and the history of 

Portuguese expansion from his maternal grandparents. His rich collection includes Indo-

Portuguese jewelry, furniture, and Portuguese and Flemish paintings and sculptures, but 

his most curious pieces of exotic materia medica, worked in fine jewelry. His collection 

abides superb Portuguese masterpieces, produced from the sixteenth until the eighteenth 

century. 

 Many of these pieces have come from Portuguese and German Kunstkammern 

and English Cabinets of Curiosities. The art collector abides for himself, in a small 

cabinet, not the most artistically worked, but the most exotic and intriguing materials, 

such as a meteorite or a dried Fugu, a Japanese puffer fish, a poisonous fish which 

contains a poison in its organs, especially the liver. The poison is tetrodotoxin, a sodium 

channel blocker that paralyses the muscles until asphyxiation, in non treated patients. 

The fish gets the poison from other fishes and develops tolerance to it. Other rich 

objects of his collection, like bezoar stones, unicorn horns, a narwal tooth, Goa stones, 

corals, and coconut shells, were also used mainly as alexifarmaca (antidotes). 

 The pieces can be divided into two groups. The first includes those which were 

primarily very valuable materia medica, like bezoar stones, rhino horns, narwal teeth, 

Goa stones, coconut shells, worked in pieces of jewelry. They were used as medicines 

and they were appreciated as objects of adornment with magical and apotropaic 

properties. Raw materials like meteorites have no adornment.  

 Other materials were both appreciated as objects of adornment and as materia 

medica. These include beautiful amber and copal artifacts, corals, elephant tusks, ivory 

reliquaries and an amazing collection of small ivory Infant Jesus figurines, and mother 

of pearl cups, just to refer only those that most caught my attention. 

 The Távora Sequeira Pinto Collection brings together another peculiarity of 

great interest for the Portuguese heritage. Many Indo-Portuguese treasures, consisting 

mainly of primary materia medica, like bezoar stones, Goa Stones and rhino horns, as 

they belonged to German Kunstkammern and English Cabinets of Curiosities, are 

housed in European Museums like the Kunsthistorisches Museum, in Vienna, or the 

Wellcome Museum, in London. Many Portuguese treasures were lost during the French 

invasions (1807—1811), and after the Lisbon earthquake, in 1755.  

 Álvaro Sequeira Pinto has brought back to Portugal pieces of glory from our 

time of splendor. 
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