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Geneva collections contain 13 enamels with personalities from the Russian history of the 

18th and early 19th century. Thanks to its particular geographical, political, and religious 

condition, Geneva developed into a significant center of enamel and watercolor miniature 

painting next to its important manufacturing of precious watches. Miniatures appeared as a 

substantial artistic enrichment. 

Like other centers such as London, Paris, and St. Petersburg, Geneva acquired such 

recognition in the context of the European precious cabinet arts. 

Among the miniature paintings in the Geneva collections, I found the following 

personalities: Tzar Peter the Great, the empresses Catherine I, Elizabeth I, Catherine II and Maria 

Feodorovna, the wife of Paul I, as well as a court lady of the latter, Prince Alexander Borisovich 

Kurakin and Nikolay Ivanovich Novikov who was a well known literary figure of the time. 

The enamel painters of these miniatures were: Jean V. Mussard (1681–1754) from 

Geneva, the Russian Grigory Musikiysky (died in 1737), Peter Boy, the Elder (around 1651–

1727), Andrey Chernov (probably St. Petersburg, 2nd half of the 18th century), Nicolas Soret 

(1759–1830) from Geneva; who moved to London in 1782, and from there to St. Petersburg. He 

returned to Geneva in 1800. 

François Ferrière (1752–1834) from Geneva had been working in Paris since 1770. He 

went to London after the outbreak of the French Revolution. 1805 he came to St. Petersburg and 

then to Moscow, where he was appointed a member of the Imperial Academy. Moscow's fire of 

1812 ruined him. He returned to Geneva in 1820. 

The miniaturists often used paintings or engravings of famous artists, which they 

interpreted reduced in miniatures. The miniatures I mentioned used as models the paintings of 

the Dutchman Karel van Moor (1656–1733), Jean Baptiste Joseph Le Tellier (1759 – ca 1812), 

Fyodor Rokotov (1755–1808), Alexander Roslin (1718–1793) and Dmitry Lewitzky (1735–

1822). 


